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* Differential Diagnoses:  respiratory syncytial virus, parainfluenza viruses, influenza, enterovirus, adenovirus, 
Streptococcus pneumoniae, Mycoplasma pneumoniae, Chlamydia pneumoniae, Legionella pneumophila, etc.  

No to all 
questions 

Yes to any 
question 

SARS testing not recommended. 
Treat as clinically indicated. 

 

1. Notify WDH Epidemiology Section: (307) 777-7172.
 After hours call (888) 996-9104. 
2.   Implement droplet, and contact precautions, consider 

airborne precautions. 
3.   Perform complete workup to search for alternate 

diagnosis.* 

 

1. If part of a cluster of pneumonia (or if there are other 
reasons to suspect SARS), consider SARS testing in 
consultation with WDH. 

2. Please do not send specimens to the Public Health 
Laboratory for SARS testing without first consulting 
the WDH.   

3. SARS testing through commercial labs is not 
recommended at this time. 

SARS testing not recommended. 
Treat as clinically indicated. 

 

After 72 hours, alternative diagnosis? 

No Yes

 

Screen all patients presenting with chest x-ray-confirmed pneumonia.  Ask the 
following questions: 
 

1. In the last 10 days, have you traveled to mainland China, Hong Kong, 
or Taiwan, or been in close contact with other ill persons who have? 

2. Are you employed as a healthcare worker with direct patient contact? 
3. Do you have close contacts who have been told they have pneumonia? 
4. Are you employed in a laboratory setting where there is potential for 

exposure to SARS-CoV? 
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Recent close contact with persons suspected to have SARS or exposure 
to locations in which recent SARS transmission is suspected? 

Alternative diagnosis 
confirmed.  Consider D/C 
isolation precautions. 

SARS testing in consultation with WDH 

Fever or Respiratory Illness 

Yes

No 
Follow algorithm for no known 

SARS activity worldwide. 

1.  Begin SARS isolation precautions, initiate preliminary work up and notify WDH (307) 777-7172.  After hours: (888) 996-9104 
2.  Radiographic evidence of pulmonary infiltrates? 

Laboratory evidence of SARS-CoV 
or no alternative diagnosis  

Alternative diagnosis 
confirmed.  Consider D/C 
isolation precautions. 

Continue SARS isolation precautions 
until 10 days following resolution of 
fever given that respiratory 
symptoms are absent or resolving  

No alternative diagnosis 

Continue SARS isolation 
precautions.  Reevaluate 72 hrs 
after initial evaluation

Persistent fever or unresolving 
respiratory symptoms 

Symptoms 
resolve or 
improve 

SARS testing in consultation with WDH.  
Continue isolation precautions.  After an 

additional 72 hrs, repeat clinical 
evaluation, including chest x-ray. 

No radiographic evidence of 
pulmonary inflitrates 

Consider D/C 
isolation 

precautions. 
Radiographic evidence of 

pulmonary inflitrates 

Yes No


